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SUBJECT: SAUDI COMMENTS ON PRESS CENSORSHIP 

1 . DURING A CALL BY EMBASSY ON MINISTER OF INFORMATION, 
MUHAMMAD ABDO YAMANI, THE OCCASION ARSOE TO ASK THE MINISTER 
ABOUT SELECTED CENSORSHIP OF THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE. 

2. THE MINISTER SAID THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT HAD RESPONSI- 
BILITY TO ENSURE THAT CERTAIN SUBJECTS IN THE PRESS SHOULD 
NOT BE PRESENTED TO THE READING PUBLIC. AMONG THESE WERE 
SUGGESTIVE OR NUDE PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ARTICLES HIGHLY 
CRITICAL AND "UNWARRANTED" OF THE GOVERNMENT OR ITS LEADING 
PERSONALITIES. 

3. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT INCIDENTS OF CENSORSHIP HAVING 
TO DO WITH THE CONTENT OF A MAGAZINE'S ARTICLES WERE RARE, 

AND HE HAD GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS THAT PUBLICATIONS DESTINED 
FOR USE OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS BE PASSED ON UNCESNORED. 
COMMENT: IT IS VERY SELDOM THAT THE SAG WILL CENSOR 

THE WRITTEN-AS OPPOSED TO THE PHOTOGRAPHIC-CONTENT OF 
TIME OR NEWSWEEK. THE FRENCH LANGUAGE WEEKLY "L EXPRESS” 

HAS EXPERIENCED VIRTUALLY NO TEXTUAL CENSORSHIP SINCE 
PUBLISHING AN ENCOMIUM OF CROWN PRINCE FADH A YEAR AGO. 
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